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Jealousy and Pride

	Watchman Nee made two important statements about emotions.  Emotions may be the most formidable enemy to the life of a spiritual Christian.  He who lives by emotions lives without principle.
	Apostle Paul was saying the same thing.  “We cannot be spiritual, which is walking in the Spirit and be led by emotions.  Emotions will not go away.  We must learn to manage them.
	There is a battlefield of the mind in which we fill ourselves with the Word of God and receive deliverance in levels of the mind.  There is a war between Spirit and soul.  But when emotion pulsates and roars, our mind becomes deceived and our conscience is denied its standard of judgment.
	People ask me all the time, “How can I know for sure whether I’m hearing from God or from my emotions?”  Want a good rule of thumb?  Trust nothing your hear when your emotions are roaring like Niagara Falls.  Another answer is to learn to wait.  Emotions make us hasty.  Do something and do it now!  Many times it’s better to do nothing.  Be still and know that He is Lord.
	Romans 8:8 states: So those living the life of the flesh (catering to the appetites and impulses of their carnal nature) cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him.
	The word cater interested me.  Ever been to events that are catered?  Great to be catered to.  Your wants and needs are met immediately and fully.  But there is a price to be paid for that kind of service.
	I ask you what has happened when your needs are not met fully by someone else?  What carnal price is paid by your impulses when you weren’t King or Queen for the day? - Saw something you didn’t like and that flipped your switch, and you slimed everybody in the room, and you thought they deserved it!
	Pastors preach you must have a relationship with Jesus.  What about your relationship with your family?  That doesn’t seem to translate very well from the pulpit to pew, and then to the home.
	I have many people want to come to me for marriage counseling.  More pastors need to preach counseling from the pulpit.  All that yelling and screaming at home is sin.  Sin will take your farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay and charge you more than you want to pay!
	1 Cor. 3:3 says: For you are still (unspiritual, having the nature of the flesh; under the control of ordinary impulses.) For as long as (these are) envying and jealousy and wranglings and factions among you, are you not unspirited and of the flesh, behaving yourselves after a human standard and like mere (unchanged) men.
	Most marriages and ministries in the church have envy, jealousy, wranglings and factions and therefore inflict pain.  Jealous words are meant to damage you in front of others.  There is no “nice” jealousy.  Jealousy only sees the present and has no eyes for the future.  Joseph’s brother’s jealousy led them to try to kill him.  It brought strife and division into play.
	Jealousy has four stages to it: 1) Anger, 2) Envy, 3) Madness and 4) Murder.  It will in the end murder your marriage, your church and everything else in between.  The root of it is pride.
	Pride is the only disease known to man that makes everyone sick except the one who has it.  Pride is the ground in which all other sins grow.  It is out of self-love that all other evil passions grow.  It’s the disease called ‘me”.  
	More churches have been split over pride and jealousy.  This is flesh operating – not spiritual people - and the devil sits back, puts his feet up, laughs and says, “They think I’m the church’s Number 1 enemy.  No, they have met the enemy and it’s themselves!”

	
