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Control – part 3
	
Parents must know when to let go of their children. This should be a gradual process, starting in their teens. The strict borders of pre-adolescence must expand as years go by. The child must be allowed to bloom and grow. When they break guidelines, boundaries shrink, and old rules are re-established until the teen shows correct behavioral patterns.
	A godly parent, (of which there are few), asks God for wisdom and counsel in every situation. Godly parents also benefit from having the gifts of the Spirit operating in their lives (Galatians 5:22-23). They have the Bible as a rulebook and the Holy Spirit, the greatest Counselor of all, to show the way.  
	It’s a sad situation when parents try to run the lives of their grown children. Parents shouldn’t do it and grown children should not allow it. Both have a responsibility here.
	When my son left for college, God told me not to call him, but to let him call me. That was so hard, and I must admit, I had to repent for many calls I made. I asked God why it was so difficult for me and God said, “He is your idol more than he is your son.” God continued, “He’s my son too, I’m with him always, let him go. I’ll take care of him.”
	That was many years ago. When my son calls me now and asks for advice, I give it to him and add, “ask others for counsel also. There is safety in the counsel of many,” (Proverbs 24:6).
	We may tell our children what we think, but we don’t try to make them do it. We realize they must be free to make their own decisions and deal with their own consequences. Unfortunately, 70% of what we learn comes from the rude world of mistakes.
Sometimes we love our children more than we love the God who gave them to us. God will have no other gods before Himself (Exodus 20:3).
	Jesus will always do the “Isaac test” (Genesis 22:2-12) somewhere in the relationship between parents and young adults. Not for God to find out, but so we can find out. God already knows our heart. He provides the test to help us keep Him first and also to help us maintain proper boundaries in our children’s lives. 
	God also showed me another reason why we as parents try harder and harder to control our young adults: guilt. We feel we haven’t done as good of a job as we should have. The devil reminds us of the things we’ve done wrong.
	There is a Father who taught His two children the proper ways. The children rebelled and sinned. Their names were Adam and Eve. 
	Parents must forgive themselves and move on. You did the best you could with what you knew at the time. Now that you know better, you do better. God would say to you, “the blood is not on your hands.”
	Did you know your children are in your heart? It’s true. You can feel what’s going on with them even when they’re on the other side of the world. If they hurt, if they’re lonely, or off track - you can feel it. 
	Many times, when thoughts of your children flood your mind, it’s a call to prayer. Don’t ignore it. Press in - prayer changes things. 
	The Holy Spirit spoke into my spirit, “My mercy hovers over your children.” Psalm 103:17 says, “But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto your children's children.”
	My mercy hovers over your child. That’s a wonderful word from God. The covenant God has made with you in the blood of Jesus extends to your children and to your children’s children.
	If you are a believer and you trust God for the deliverance and salvation of your children, you will not be disappointed. Don’t ever give up on your child. Dig into the Word and pray His promises for your sons and daughters. This gives God something to work with in your children. He honors His Word and it will accomplish the purposes for which it is sent (Isaiah 55:11).
So, we see that controlling our adult child’s life is wrong and will not work. This is not our job. Our job is to trust God and pray.  As we continue to pray, God will open their understanding and change their hearts. God doesn’t play nine-inning baseball games, God plays till He wins! 

 
